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Abstract

Since China’s military reform in 2019, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) has been restructuring its military
organizations, adjusting its strategic posture, reshaping its
command and control architecture and enhancing internal
administrative accountabilities. PLA’s intent is for the Central
Military Commission to take charge of the PLA’s overall
administration, for Theater Commands to lead the future
conflicts, and for military services to pursue their own force
constructions. Among these many initiatives, the elevation of the
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PLA Rocket Force from the original designation of military
branch, the Second Atrtillery Force, to an independent military
service has been considered as a bold reform to improve its
nuclear and conventional ballistic capabilities continuously.
This kind of ability offers China the leverage to deter and
respond to the diversified threats to itself. The increasing
capacity of the PLA Rocket Force would impact the regional
stability and security calculus of rational actors. As such, this
article reviews the latest developments of the PLA in this aspect
and plans to reflect challenges and impacts brought by this PLA
Rocket Force’s historical development, restructuring,
enhancements of military abilities and critical capabilities to the
Indo-Pacific countries.

Keywords: PLA Rocket Force, Ballistic Missiles, Both Nuclear

and Conventional Missiles, Anti-Access, Area-
Denial
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