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An Analysis on China’s Military
Layout
In South East Asia since 2013

Chung-Ting Huang
(Research Fellow at INDSR, Taiwan)

Abstract

In an attempt to realize China’s military layout in South
East Asia since 2013, the author paid attentions to three aspects
including “to deepen the military cooperation with China’s
neighbors,” “to safeguard the national maritime rights and
benefits,” and “to safeguard national overseas interests.” The
author’s findings are as follows. Firstly, the major approaches
that China deepened the military cooperation with its neighbors
were building reliable cooperation frameworks of border
security, developing mechanism to improve mutual high-rank
meetings and collective patrolling in the border, and enlarging
the scale of military exercises and training collectively. Secondly,
in order to safeguard its interests in South China Sea, China has
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focused on maintenances upon Chinese occupied islets, Chinese
coast guards, maritime militias and PLA’s Southern Theater
since 2018. Thirdly, China has been pursuing its overseas
interests in Southeast Asia by establishing the so-called Asian
Destiny Commonwealth and searching the overseas supply
stations based on the idea to output Chinese military power that
could broaden China’s interest border and undermine the Quad
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific arena. Although China’s military
layout in Southeast Asia has not treated by ASEAN as a vital
threat, the conflict awareness among some members of ASEAN
has been raised.

Keywords: China, Southeast Asia, Military layout, SCS, Border
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