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Abstract

Western seapower originated from the Mycenaean civilization. Because of the Greek
mountainous and fragmented topography, the Mycenaean people were violent and bellicose
by nature; they demonstrated a strong propensity for violent assimilation and hegemonic
integration. With insatiable colonial expansions, the Mycenaean civilization established
thousands of city-states around the Mediterranean Sea in over a millennium and developed
a culture of despotic seapower which committed to dominating others by force, continuing
plunder and control, and pursuing hegemonic integration. Eventually, the Roman Empire rose
to fulfill the manifest destiny of annexing all other city-states, invaded other peoples, and
ultimately created Pax Romania. The cultural characters of the despotic seapower cultivated
during the Mediterranean age are as follows: A seapower was supposed to bear the manifest
destiny of colonial expansion, accept the dominance of realism, realize the historical lessons of
supremacy by hegemony, follow the destiny of binary opposition, devise a maritime strategy
both military-wise and economy-wise, assure sea control for final victory in battles, prepare
for the fusion between empire and hegemony, and commit to pursuing a period of Pax~by
hegemonic integration. These characters as a whole highlighted that original Western seapower
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took colonial expansion as its manifest destiny, invasion and conquest as its primary missions,

and plunder and control as its core natures, which provided empirical foundations for the

developments of seapower theories of the western world in the following age.

Keywords: Mycenaean, City-States, Hegemonic Wars, Maritime Strategy, Sea Control
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