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Abstract

In recent years, China has incessantly generated so-called “gray zone” conflicts through
the attack or harassment of other nations' vessels in its vicinity by private fishing boats, maritime
militia, and scientific research ships. In terms of maritime militia, lately, China has the largest
militia in the world, and the maritime militia has actively participated in patrol duties over
sovereignty, namely continually appearing on the frontline of confrontations with neighboring
states. As such, the maritime militia is commonly regarded as China's “third navy” that can
be used to carry out gray zone actions. While hiding its ambition for expansion, China could
use the maritime militia, or “non-traditional force,” to achieve its strategic objectives. In
terms of the command structure of the Chinese maritime militia, the organization is not only
under the command of the Central Military Commission and the Provincial Military District,
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but also under the leadership of the regional governments. The dual leadership of the militia

provides the party system with an alternative way of achieving its political objectives. Noting

the maritime militia's critical role in China's maintenance of sovereignty in the South China

Sea, this article takes the example of China's competition/disputes with the US, the Philippines

and Vietnam in the region, and discusses how China achieves its military-strategic objectives

by manipulating its maritime militia for causing gray zone conflicts.

Keywords: Chinese Maritime Militia, Gray Zone Conflicts, Harassment of the USNS
Impeccable, Scarborough Shoal Standoft, 981 Oil Rig Incident
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