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The Power Politics of the Party and the
Military in the PRC's Policy toward Taiwan
in Jiang Zemin Period -- A Case Study of
the Taiwan Strait Missile Crisis in 1996
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Abstract

Since the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won the 2016 presidential election in Taiwan,
the PRC has adopted a two-hand strategy consisting of both “push” and “pull” tactics
toward Taiwanese society. Accompanied by aircraft and vessels cruising around Taiwan's
aerial/maritime areas, the development is interpreted as the precursor to another Taiwan Strait
Crisis. As such, this paper takes the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis in 1996 as a case study to revisit
the formation of the PRC's Taiwan policy to examine China's party-army relations amid the
PRC's decision behavior model. Furthermore, the analysis combines the variables of the party's
institutionalized leadership over army and the development of Nationalism, this paper mainly
focuses on the relationship between the party and the army in the Jiang Zemin period and its
high-level political power as the main axis, and further explore the trend of changes in the roles
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of both parties. Given the PLA's decisive role in China's high-level political power structure,
the army indeed becomes a crucial influencing party on power distribution and plays a key role
in formulating national security and diplomacy policies. Hence, by reviewing China's party
and army for competitive roles in PRC's policy on Taiwan, as well as their power operation
model, the article analyzes the implications of the party and army's respective role and their
significance in the competitively balanced relationship on formulating Taiwan policy.

Keywords: Party-Military Relations, Taiwan Policy, Taiwan Strait Crisis, The Party Leads
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