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Abstract

Both Japan and South Korea are US security alliance partners in Northeast Asia,
located in the forefront of the first island chain and facing North Korean military threats.
However, both countries have different perceptions of North Korea’s “threat awareness”
and “common interests”. For example, South Korea’s perception of North Korea’s
threat is lower Japan’s. When North Korea’s situation eased at the early stage or tensed
in the deadlock, South Korea tended to adopt a proactive mild policy, sought both N.K.
and S.K.’s “common interests,” and took the opportunity to enhance regional influence.
Conversely, Japan adopted a tough policy and sought to improve its security and
defense capabilities when facing North Korea’s initial period of tension and moderate
stalemate. Such differences between Japan and South Korea led to no improvement in
their policy coordination and consistency when they confronted Northeast Asia’s tense
security situation resulting from Kim Jong-un's intensified development of nuclear
weapons and missiles. Such differences also resulted in “imagined common policy,”
which was produced under the coordination of the US security system.
Keywords: threat perception, theory of alliance, Japan-S.K. relationship, S.K.-N.K.
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