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Abstract

This research investigates the progress and effectiveness of China’s defense and
military reforms under Xi Jinping with the approach of document analysis. Since No-
vember 2012, when Xi became the fifth-generation leader of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP), he has been actively pursuing reforms in national defense and the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA). Under the guidance of Xi’s “strong military” thinking, the CCP
presented three major reforms in its major plan of “Implementation of Deepening Na-
tional Defense and Military Reforms” in 2005: including “reforms of leadership and

29 ¢¢

command system,” “reforms of scale, structure and strength formation” and “reforms of
military policy system”. Xi also regarded the three reforms as the “three major battles”
to rebuild the PLA. The Beijing authorities attached great importance to the military re-
forms, and the leading group for “Deepening National Defense and Military Reforms”
had already held nine meetings to promote the reforms from March 15, 2014 to August
31, 2019. The “three major battles” for the reforms of the CCP’s national defense and
military affairs can be an important opportunity for the CCP to move towards military
modernization. Therefore, this research tries to explore two questions including: what is
the progress and effectiveness of the three battles for CCP’s military reforms? Does it
have an absolute impact on the improvement of PLA’s military effectiveness?
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tary policy system
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