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Abstract

Since October 2017, the Trump administration has put forward the “Indo-Pacific
Initiative,” which reflects the attention of the U.S. to the Indian Ocean region. The
ultimate goal of such a new strategy is to constrain China's rise and safeguard U.S
leadership in the region. Washington and Beijing’s diplomatic ties have deteriorated
rapidly across a range of fronts, not just trade but also military and politics since
mid-2018. It’s obvious the Trump administration has determined to reset U.S. policy
toward China under the framework of the Indo-Pacific Strategy. On the one hand, the
U.S. identifies China as a revisionist power, forcing a shift in the regional status quo. On
the other, Washington labels Beijing a “strategic competitor” attempting to challenge
and erode American power, influence and interests. The primary purposes of the paper
are to examine the rationale behind the decision of the Trump administration to adopt a
more confrontational approach to bilateral relations with China and to analyze its
complicated effects on the Indo-Pacific Strategy.
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