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A Historical Review of Luo Binwang’s“War Proclamation for the

Expedition against Wu Zhao”.

GAOQO, Chun-Duan

Center For General Education , ROC Military Academy

Abstract

After Empress Zhangsun deceased, Wu Zhao entered the palace as Cairen, one of the the fifth
ranked imperial consorts during the reign of Tang Taizong, and was favored by the Crown Prince Li
Zhi. After Tang Taizong’s death, Li Zhi inherited the throne as Tang Gaozong. Later he took Wu Zhao
in, and entitled her as Zhaoyi, the second and first ranked imperial consort, with the name given as
Chenfei. Furthermore, Gaozong deposed the original Empress Wang and entitled Wu Zhao as the
Empress, empowering her to take charge of the governmental events. When Gaozong died, his son
inherited the throne as Zhongzong, Wu became the Empress Dowager, the regent who palmed the
actual political power. She later deposed Zhongzong as Duke Luling, and entitled another prince as
Ruizong, with whom Wau still not satisfied, she eventually claimed her own coronation as the Golden
Wheel Emperor (Jin Lun Huang Di), naming her sovereign as Zhou, which interrupted the Tang
dynasty.

In 684, Li Jingye, the grandson of the Lord Nation-Honoring (Ing Guo Gong), Li Ji, and the first
heir to the family, was rallying for the rebellion in Yang Prefecture, in the name of restoration of Tang
dynasty. Li Jingye asked Luo Binwang to compose “War Proclamation for the Expedition against Wu
Zhao”, as propaganda to call on people. This parallel-prose lists the crimes committed by Wu Zhao.
Convincingly condemning Wu, the parallel-prose is not only wrought in form but also outwardly
aggressive in its spirit, encouraging people to rise together to rebel against Wu and restore the
righteous Tang dynasty. The power of bashing and lambasting Wu is all over the words, making it a

timeless piece.

Key Words: Luo Binwang, Wu Zhao (Wu Zetian), War Proclamation for the Expedition against Wu
Zhao (Tao Wu Zhao Xi), Li Jingye, parallel-prose
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