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Abstract

In order to ensure the freedom of using world's oceans, since 1979 the United States has
been challenged the coastal states' claim of maritime rights with the name of "Freedom of
Navigation". However, with the rising of China, the expansion of its occupied island reefs and
military construction in the South China Sea has been gradually completed in recent years. In
addition to the impact on the free passage of the US Navy and Air Force in the South China
Sea, it may even challenge the U.S. hegemonic status. When the U.S. is eager to unite its allies
against China, Taiwan due to its historical sovereignty and geostrategic advantages has always
been recognized as an important ally by the U.S., but when placed in the middle of US-China
competition, how to make a proper strategic statement that will concern a wide range of interests.

Keywords: Freedom of Navigation, United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Anti Access/Area Denial, First Island Chain
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