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Abstract

With the rapid development of information technology, the use of the Internet is more
transnational and diversified. The terrorist organization, Islamic State (IS), uses cyber
propaganda to influence different target audiences to achieve various purposes. This article
uses a model of mass communication as a research framework which focuses on sources of
information, content, media, target audiences and effects to explore IS cyber propaganda. We
found that under multi-channel and all-round cyber propaganda, IS has caused different target
audiences to deepen their extreme ideology, increased the participation of foreign fighter,
strengthened the loyalty of transnational terrorist organizations, and encouraged terrorist
attacks abroad. Even though IS now seems to be disappeared and has no control of the land, its
cyber propaganda still threatens the international community.
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