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The Analysis of Joseph Joffre's Conduct of
Operation in First Battle of the Marne (1914)
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Abstract

Since 1915, “the Miracle of the Marne” has served to obscure the fact that Joseph Joffre
and the whole French army under his command had not been the benefactors of so called “divine
miracle,” but instead had created the necessary conditions for carrying out such results. This
article will divide the Battle of the Marne in two distinct periods: the fog of war (August 2-24)
and from rout to counterattack (25 August to 12 September). In the first period, the French
headquarters insisted on launching the offensive planned by the Plan XVII. They ignored and
misread the intelligences from the front lines, primarily due to their preconceived idea about
employing reserve units, which in turn led to underestimate the intention and scale of the
German right wing. Joffre, in the second period, did not lose his calm during the defeat and
retreat. He was not only able to organize the orderly general withdrawal, but also to resume the
counter offensive by moving the big units between Armies. Finally, the French army stopped
the German advancing on the Marne. This article will restore the details of operational decision
making, in order to show that there was no miracle on the Marne, but an operational victory.
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