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The Aesthetic Perspectives of the Amitabha Buddha Sutra

Huang Su-wan

A Ph.D. candidate of the Chinese Department
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Abstract

The Amitabha Buddha Sutra, one of the three sutras of Pure Land Buddhism, was
expounded by Sakyamuni Buddha to his learned disciples and Bodhisattvas in the Jeta-grove,
the garden of Anathapindaka of Sravasti. The sutra depicts a variety of majesty and
solemnity of the Western Sukhavati (the World of Supreme BIliss) in order to persuade
sentient beings to believe that there is Amitabha Buddha in the Western Pure Land, vowing to
be reborn after death in the Western Sukhavati, where there is neither bodily nor mental pains
for all sentient and only joys prevail. Does Buddhism also talk about aesthetics? Does the
Amitabha Buddha Sutra concern aesthetics? What are its aesthetic perspectives presented in
the Amitabha Buddha Sutra? Is the Amitabha Buddha Sutra with aesthetic perspectives
more attractive and convincing so as to make the weak-minded people stronger and further
have them accept the moral and religious baptism?

In response to the aforesaid issues, this paper aims to analyze, based on the application
of aesthetics in the Amitabha Buddha Sutra, the following three aspects : (a) the beauty of the
Jeta-grove, the garden of Anathapindaka, (b) the beauty of Western Sukhavati (the World of
Supreme Bliss), (c) the beauty of chanting the name of Amitabha Buddha. It is hoped that
through this study the readers may have a better understanding that the Buddhist scripture in
question connotes the beauty of the mundane life, and the interactive influence between
Buddhism and aesthetics helps enliven Buddhism and makes aesthetic essence ethereal in

people’s minds.

Keywords: Sakyamuni Buddha, Amitabha Buddha, Three Sutras of Pure Land Buddhism,
Amitabha Buddha Sutra, aesthetics



