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A Preliminary Study on Learner Motivation and Effectiveness of
an ECL ESP Training Course

Mei-Hua Lan

Department of Foreign Language Instruction,
Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages

Abstract

English has played an important role in basic professional training and military
transactions in military units. In order to assist a military unit with the annual ECL training
and to enhance the effectiveness of the course, the current study aims to understand the
learners’ needs and difficulties in English learning, their English learning motivation, and
their feedback to the ECL course. Totally 28 learners participated in the course for 1 year.
Before the implementation of the course and the study, a questionnaire on learners’ English
learning motivation and difficulties was distributed and analyzed to gain information to
design ECL lessons that could be more consistent with learners’ needs and proficiency levels.
After the course, a questionnaire on learners’ feedback to the ECL course are distributed and
analyzed. To gain more information about the effectiveness of the course, the ECL pretests
and posttests were offered before and after the study, and paired t-test analysis was employed
to analyze the test data. The study results indicate that most learners of the study are
extrinsically motivated, and they learn English because of the needs at work, needs for job
promotion, or cross-cultural communication in travelling.  Also, most learners think English
listening comprehension, vocabulary and grammar are the most challenging. The study results
also indicate the positive effects of the ECL course. Learners of the ECL course suggested
the unit offering more similar English courses with longer training hours, and providing
multiple-level courses based on learners’ proficiency levels. Learners of the ECL course
also hope to learn more practical daily English expressions and to strengthen their basic
English proficiency. To truly enhance the English proficiency of learners in the military unit,
the researcher suggests offering “English trainer’ courses for learners with better English
proficiency in the unit, and these trainers can help the military unit design and provide their
peers with more appropriate ECL English lessons and more frequent English practice in daily
basis. With the help and supervisions of the peers, learners in the military unit are more
likely to develop routines for English learning, and improve their English in the long term.

Key words : ECL, English for Specific Purposes (ESP), English Learning Motivation



