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The Understanding and Misunderstanding of the ”Readability of
the Past in Early Chinese Historiography (2007)” and Its Chinese

Translation

Sydney W J Chu'
lDepartment of Political Sciences, Chinese Military Academy, Taiwan

Abstract
Zuo Zhuan is a Chinese Confucian classic and a historic book of educational lessons. Its
narratives inspire the way Chinese perceive the world. Wai-yee Li, a Harvard professor, lays
out the foundation and sets up the road map for the students in studying Zuo Zhuan in her
book, Readability of the Past in Early Chinese Historiography (2007). This article intends to
compare the passages and its Chinese translation to locate the possible way to better
understanding the classic.

Key words : Zuo Zhuan, translation, main theme
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