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“Buddhist Ethics Concerned with Good and Evil” for 
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Real Life and Inner Transcendence in the Sutra on the 
Divination of the Effect of Good and Evil 

 
Chang Hsiao-fen 

Associate Professor of Chinese Language and Literature of Center for General Education, Army Academy R.O.C 
 

Abstract 
 

    What is ethics? Generally speaking, it refers to moral principles or standards that 
people follow as they interact with others. Buddhist ethics is not only one of the 
important parts in Buddhism but the core belief and method to attain the 
enlightenment. For example, the truth of the path in The Four Noble Truths and 
Eightfold Path are not merely the essence of Buddhist ethics but methods to gain 
nirvana in real life. Speaking of Morality and Wisdom in the Three Fold Training, 
especially Wisdom is the teachings about cultivating morality. Buddhist ethics is the 
rules that prescribe how a person is to relate to Buddha, others and himself. Based on 
Buddhist fundamental teachings, the core belief is to value Dharma, Buddha, Sangha 
as well as all living beings and to accomplish Buddhist personality by leveling up 
mindset. Thus, Buddhist ethics is both secular ethics and transcendental 
ethics of secularism. Translated by Tripitaka Master, the Sutra on the Divination of 
the Effect of Good and Evil, one of Three Sutras of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, reveals 
the law of cause and effect. It is hard for common people to comprehend the 
complexity of good and evil karma as well as the profound Buddhist philosophy, so 
merciful Buddha particularly urged Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva to instruct skillful means 
to help living beings turn over a new leaf by contemplating good and bad karma. In 
accordance with the living beings, it shows the concern for real life. What’s more, by 
revealing the law of cause and effect, it encourages living beings to cultivate morality 
and wisdom and finally walk on the right path. Moreover, in the volume 2 of the sutra, 
it points out “One true realm; two paths of contemplation” to enhance the level of 
practice. The theory not merely changes your destiny but turns the negative energy 
into positive energy. Hence, will there be peace and harmony in the world if people 
bring positive energy into their life and love their neighbors as themselves? That is, 
the world transforms into a pure land. Desire to succeed should be as great as desire 
to help others. From this perspective, people would finally attain Buddhahood, the 
realm of permanence, bliss, self and purity. In other words, everyone can be a Buddha. 
This thesis aims to explore the concern for the reality and inner transcendence as well 
as to steer discourse on Buddhist ethics concerned with good and evil.   
 
Keywords The Sutra on the Divination of the Effect of Good and Evil, the 

contemplation on cyclic existence, one true realm, contemplation on 
mind-only, contemplation on thusness 
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