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A Review of Civilian Experience in 823
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Abstract

2018 marks the 60th anniversary of the 823 Artillery Bombardment in Kinmen. This
bombardment, initiated by the Chinese Communist, has made Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen, and
Matsu more connected than ever. The public in Taiwan, where war had not reached, also fully
supported the soldiers at the front. The commemoration of this battle has significant importance
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for the All-out Defense Education. Six decades is enough time for people to review the war in an
impartial and close-to-reality way. This study adopts document analysis and interview method
by talking to the families in Kinmen and Taiwan who have experienced the war. The questions
asked are based on the changes they witnessed for the last 60 years, which are then concluded
to assess the impact of the war on the current All-out Defense Education. Three conclusions are
made: (1) The battlefield is where the soldiers pursue their career. However, wars are cruel. The
All-out Defense Education must increase people's determination to oppose wars but not to fear
them. (2) The army forces must maintain the discipline even in the peacetime to win people's
trust and support. (3) The military is the only profession that involves losing lives to protect
people. Insulting comments don't help.

Keywords: 823 Artillery Bombardment, Civilian Experience, All-out Defense Education.
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