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Abstract

The debate surrounding the Schlieffen Plan might be one of the most attractive themes
among numerous military controversies taking place before and after the end of the First World
War. Immediately after the Armistice was signed in 1918, the critiques and defenses about
the defeat of the Battle of Marne arose in Germany. From General Staff's point of view, not
only the Schlieffen Plan's west front offensive strategy was correct, its operational concept
was feasible as well; only if Moltke the Younger would be able to execute forcefully this
great sweeping movement in France. However, Hans Delbriick, a civil strategist, held a totally
different opinion. He insisted that the Schlieffen Plan was completely wrong on strategic level
since Germany was never being able to defeat simultaneously the powerful French and British
armies on the western front. The only solution for German army was to defeat Russian forces
on the eastern front as quickly as possible, then send most of the army back to west confronting
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the French and British by adopting the defensive strategy. Debate in this phrase did not reach
the essential operational questions, only centering on the strategic direction of the Schlieffen
Plan. After the publication of Gerhard Ritter's book in 1956, we acknowledged for the first
time the Plan's full text. In his book Ritter led intentionally the discussion toward normative
dimension. It mattered little whether the plan was executed correctly; Germany had no chance
at all to win this war that was waged by the militarist, amongst them Schlieffen being the
primary leader. During the 1990s, newly discovered military archives had a strong impact
on the Schlieffen Plan debate. The long-standing question of the feasibility of the Schlieffen
Plan has been resolved by the revelation of detailed deployment plans. Terence Holmes thus
confirmed the possibility of raising eight extra Ersatzkorps from the existing German forces.

Keywords: Operational Plan, Schlieffen Plan, Force Structure, First World War
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