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The Significance of Military Songs in the History of
War: Taking the “Song of Dadao March” as an
Example
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Abstract

The rhythms of military songs are powerful and inspiring. Every military song
contains different histories and events. This article describes the background of “the
Song of Dadao March” and its related campaign—the Battle of Xifengkou, to explain
the meaning of military songs in the wars. During the Second Sino-Japanese War, the
Dadoo Team, 29th Army of the National Revolutionary Army (NRA) led by General
Dazhao Zhao, succeeded in defeating the Japanese army at Xifengkou. Victory news
spread throughout the country and Shanghai musician Mai Xinzhi immediately
created “the Song of Dadao March” to praise the heroic deeds of the 29th Army
officers and soldiers. The songs were sung further throughout the country,
encouraging all the people to unite and resolutely resist the Japanese. It can be seen
that singing of the military songs helps remind people of the spirts of the
revolutionary soldiers who shed blood on the battlefield and made heroic sacrifice. At
the same time, military songs can also be used to increase morale, strengthen mental
combat, and destroy the enemy's fighting will during the war.

Keywords: Mai Xin, the Song of Dadao March, Zhao Dengyu, the Dadao Team,
Battle of Xifeng
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