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Study on the Strategic Layout of China High-Speed 
Rails

Kan-Lu Kuo , Chih-Wei Tang, Ching-Yi Yang
Lecturer ,Associate Professor, Assistant Professor

Department of General Education, Army Academy,R.O.C.

Abstract

Since 2004, China has begun to design the “4 length lines and 4 breadth lines” (four 
north-south routes and four east-west ones) of high-speed rails. By the end of 2016, 
the operating mileages of high-speed rails reached 20,000 kilometers. China expects 
to expand the network of the nationwide high-speed rails to 30,000 kilometers by 
2020. In order to understand the fever of China’s high-speed rails, this article 
discusses the construction of China's domestic and transnational high-speed rails and 
analyzes the strategic significance and intentions hidden in it. The significances of 
domestic high-speed rails include reshaping urban spatial relationships, driving the 
development of the western region, strengthening the military layout, applying united 
Front strategy to Taiwan, and contacting with other foreign regions. As for the 
intentions of transnational high-speed rails construction include to strengthen the 
cooperation of ASEAN Economic Community, to control the geographical 
advantages and energy in Central Asia, and to assist the "One Belt and One Road" 
economic and trade strategy to break through the clamp down of the United States on 
China.

Keywords: China High-Speed Rails, the "4 Length Lines and 4 Breadth Lines", 
Energy Strategy, the Belt and Road.
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