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Abstract

Peace of the Taiwan Strait did not last long after the First Taiwan Strait Crisis in 1955. In
1958, the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis happened when the PRC planed to force the U.S. back to
the negotiation table and the justification of supporting socialism revolution in the Middle East.
As a result, PRC launched “the 823 Artillery Bombardment” in Kinmen and Matsu islands
where controled by ROC.

In the past, due to political propaganda considerations, the PRC and the ROC both were
using their own interpretations on the motives of the bombardment regarding to Second Taiwan
Strait Crisis. Recently, in spite of great amount of academic studies, the result to explain the
motive of action is still diversed. Ones argue the mainly factor is domestic, but the others
believe it is international, and even caused by the leader's decision dilemma. While reviewing
the history, not only from the perspectives of international interaction, but also from the relation
of Cross-Strait, and military operation perspectives, it is valuable to provide different views to
review the events and to be beneficial for having more balanced understanding.

Keywords: The Second Taiwan Strait Crisis, 823 Military Campaign, Sino-American
Mutual Defense Treaty
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