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Lessons of Interior Line Operation
in the Campaign of Guandu
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Abstract

Though the interior line operation were not beginning with the creation of Napoleon, it was
well and successfully used by Napoleon in many military Campaigns. It was also concluded by
Baron De Jomini, who was commanded by Napoleon at the time, via his long-term observation.
This is a tactical act as one of the tactics in art of war. When Cao Cao fought for throne of China
in the period of Han Dynasty, in the military Campaign of Guandu, he defeat the greater army
led by Yuan Shao who was the leading warlord. His tactics was in line with Napoleon's interior
line operation. Cao Cao skillfully utilized the interior line operation concept in the Campaign
of Guandu to defeat Yuan Shao's greater army. The author believes that Cao Cao himself is the
main factor in the successful application of interior line operation.

Keywords: Interior Line Operation, Cao Cao, Campaign of Guandu
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