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Abstract

In Neoclassical Realism, small powers survive in the international system via
bandwagoning, balancing, and hedging. For example, since economic reforms were initiated,
thriving Vietnam has become an appealing partner to the United States when facing the same
regional opponent-PRC. Regarding the territorial dispute in the South China Sea, Vietnam
chooses “hedging” rather than bandwagoning or balancing as its strategy of foreign policy.
In this paper, a sub-spectrum of hedging and categorize five different policies under this sub-
spectrum, indirect balancing, dominance denial, economic pragmatism, binding engagement,
and limited bandwagoning is established. In addition to Vietnam's economic and military
power, this paper also identifies that the attitude of the dominant power outside the region, the
United States, could change Vietnam's position in the sub-spectrum. Finally, it is argued that
Vietnam tends to be in a calculated position in the sub-spectrum in order to manage the difficult
territorial dispute in the South China Sea.
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