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Sun Tzu's Yu zhi Strategy's New
Interpretation and How It Differs from
Liddell Hart's Indirectness
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Abstract

Traditionally, military scientists perceive “the strategy of yu zhi” in Sun Tzu's the Art of
War as “to treat a curve road as a straight one” or “to replace a straight way by an indirect
one” . As such, this strategy is also understood by some as a double to “indirectness” proposed
by the English military thinker B. H. Liddell Hart. However, by a close re-examination, the
author argues that “the strategy of yu zhi” should be a tactic to sabotage or weaken enemy's
advantage. As to “indirectness” recommended by Liddell Hart, since its success depends
upon the unreadiness of the enemy, such tactics could be echoed as Sun Tzus as “to attack
when enemy is unprepared; sally out as they do not expect you” and “to use the normal force
to engage, while use the extraordinary to win”.

Keywords: Devious, Direct, Setting Out Late But Arriving First, Indirectness, SunTzu's
the Art of War
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