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Abstract

Since Jun 2014, the Islamic State, a Sunni extremist group, rapidly spreads terrors in Iraq
and Syria. This move dramatically shocks the international communities. The Islamic State
is an extremist group with only about 30,000 Jihadists. However, it was able to defeat Iraqi
government force and to take several potential cities in a short period of time. The Islamic State
has an obviously different strategy, which carries out its military operations, and its objects are
based on the mindset of building up a state. Moreover, the Islamic State has multiple funding
sources, good internet and media strategies, and a strict structure that distinguish it from regular
extremist groups. Year 2014 should be the great time to celebrate the full military withdrawal
from 13 years of war in Iraq and Afghanistan for U.S. However, the rise of Islamic State will
bring Washington another headache which is extremely difficult to solve.
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