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Abstract

Due to the important geographical location, the South China Sea is important in strategy
and economy of among south east Asian countries, and draws world attention. Since the 1970s,
the South China Sea Islands were partitioned by neighboring countries, which resulted in chaos
in this area. Therefore, the South China Sea issue, especially the dispute between China and
Vietnam, has been crucial. Recently the issue of South China Sea has become a focus again.
Vietnam is the most active country among those countries who claim sovereignty over the
South China Sea Islands. Although China and Vietnam reached an agreement after negotiation
in boundary and Gulf of Tonkin, disputes over South China Sea Islands have not been resolved.
China and Vietnam should act like brothers under the same communist ideology, similar political
system and economic structure. However, the relations between two countries was not as close
as imagined. In order to enhance its maritime power, after the Battle of the Paracel Islands, Sino-
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Vietnamese War, Johnson South Reef Skirmish and other military conflict, China and Vietnam
not only enhance the military expansion, but also actively promote their diplomatic alliances,
with focus on changes of relationship between ASEAN, the United States, Japan, India and
other countries. In the future international environment, the possibility of conducting military
forces for solving South China Sea disputes between China and Vietnam is relatively low.
Whether the economic developments, political, and military relations are able to be balanced
will be the essential index for future bilateral relations. We should keep an eye on this issue.

Keywords: Sino-Vietnamese Relations, The Disputes in the South China Sea, Paracel
Islands, Spratly Islands
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