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Abstract

On August13,1937 the Campaign of Shanghai broke out. In order to prevent the Japanese
Army to across the Yangtze River, the ROC Navy moved westward and fought for the survival
of the nationalist government. The ROC Navy decided to carry out the blockade along the
Yangtze River and coordinate with army and air force to halt the Japanese ships advancing
westward. It obstructed the joint operation between Japanese Navy and ground troops so that
the strength of Japanese military could not be multiplied.

The military capability of ROC Navy in terms of number of ships, weapons and equipment
were far inferior to that of the Japanese Navy at that time. Although there was a great disparity
of military strength between ROC and Japan, and ROC suffered a heavy damage in the Yangtze
River blockade warfare, the ROC naval officers and sailors' brave performance during the
campaign encouraged and aroused the fighting will of the entire country to fight against the
Japanese.

Due to the advancement of modern technology, operation for the command of the sea
has thus been more difficult. In the face of arms race among the peripheral country in the
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region, the ROC Navy is now encountering a serious threat and challenge. In the future, not

only it should focus on the maritime asymmetrical warfare, but also carries out a long-term

establishment and development in order to establish a navy that is capable enough to deter

invasion from other countries.

Keywords: Campaign of Shanghai, Jiangyin Campaign, Naval Strategy, Marine Strategy,

Command of the Sea
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