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Abstract

There have been many debates focused on “center of gravity” argued in Carl Von
Clausewitz'smasterpiece “OnWar.” Thispaperreexaminesthe “centerofgravity” conceptby
using the campaign results of World War I1, and indicates that the focus of Clausewitz's “center
of gravity” concept should be the effect generated by attacking the entire system; the concept
itself should be a way of thinking centered on results; one or more “centers of gravity” could
be found in each echelon of war. However, in identifying the “center of gravity,” it is critical
to consider the enemy's political, economic, military, psychological, technological, and cultural
aspects in order to identify the strategic center of gravity among the entire system. The research
examined German summer offensive strategy in 1942 according to Clausewitz's principles of
attacking the enemy “center of gravity” to see if the German's strategic center of gravity and
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force deployment and utilization have violated Clausewitz's principles. It is concluded that if
Clausewitz's center of gravity principles and field strategic thinking and deployment had been
followed, the Germans might have reversed the entire situation and created an advantageous
strategic situation.

Keywords: Center of Gravity, 1942 German Summer Offensive Strategy, Field Strategy,

German-Soviet War, Stalingrad, World War II History, Campaign Planning
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