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Martial spirit and activity in the Northern Dynasties

Wen-chieh Chang

General Education Center, R.O.C Military Academy

Abstract

Jiang-wu, also known as the Da-jiao, [ao-yue, Yue-wu, Yue-shi, refers to the ancient military
training and parade activities aimed at showing the martial spirit of the country. The style of
Jiang-wu in the Northern Wei Dynasty had Zhi-bing, MA-she, and Da-yue. Zhi-bing referred to the
mobilization preparation before the war. MA-she was Tuo-ba traditional military training and
parade activities. Da-yue of the ancient Chinese military parade ritual was main style of Jiang-wu in
the Northern Wei regime, but its content was also integrated into MA-she of the Tuo-ba tradition
custom. In addition, Tuo-ba also held other ancient Chinese military ritual, Such as Yu-liu and
Da-nuo, reflected the content of Tuo-ba Jiang-wu adapted to the North Asian customs and Chinese
ceremony. Later, the Northern Qi Dynasty inherited the gradually Sinicized ritual of Tuo-ba
Jiang-wu, such as Da-yue in the autumn and Da-nuo in the end of the year. Although the Northern
Zhou Dynasty in accordance with the “Zhou-Ii” system, in fact, the main type was Da-yue in the
winter.

Keywords : Northern Dynasties, Martial spirit and activity, Military affairs

52



