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Analyzing the South China Sea Sovereignty Disputes with
International Laws: Taking the Judgment in the Case Concerning
Sovereignty over Ligitan-Sipadan as an Example

Rong-hui, Chou

Assistant Research Fellow
Office of Defense Studies, MND

Abstract

Disputes over sovereignty of islands in the South China Sea (SCS)
have long been one of the potential flashpoints of conflicts in the East Asia
region. Involving in relatively more countries, sovereignty claims over the
SCS islands are considerably complex and have a profound influence on the
regional situation. In this regard, this article examines the disputes over
sovereignty of SCS islands with regulations and practices of international
laws and the judgment made by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in
the case concerning sovereignty disputes between Indonesia and Malaysia

so as to make suggestions for the Republic of China on the SCS issue.

Keywords: South China Sea (SCS), sovereignty disputes, Ligitan-Sipadan,
the principle of effectivités, joint development
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