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Rethinking the Security Mechanisms 1n the Asia-Pacific Region:
Settlement of Disputed Islands in East Asia

Kuoh-siang, Sun

Associate Professor
Department of International and China Studies
Nanhua University

Abstract

In the face of rising territorial disputes in the East Asia, Asia-Pacific
regional security mechanisms seem to be neither reliable nor valid, making
many to ponder whether the Asia-Pacific region needs new regional security
mechanisms; if so, what type of a mechanism they should be. Given that it
is increasingly important for East Asian regional security issues to be solved
or at least managed, new security mechanisms should be able to respond to
the dynamics of the security environment in the Asia-Pacific. The rise of
China and India is challenging and influencing the regional security. In
addition, cross-border and non-traditional security issues as well as
traditional ones such as potential conflicts in the South China Sea (SCS) and
the instability of the Korean Peninsula are raising an awareness among
decision-makers, scholars, and analysts of the shortfall of existing regional
security mechanisms in managing potential crises. This paper reviews and
assesses existing Asia-Pacific regional security mechanisms and compares
possible new security mechanisms for the Asia-Pacific region. It argues that
the regional security mechanisms will evolve gradually on the existing
basis. It also believes that any regional security mechanism without
Taiwan’s participation (especially in the SCS issue) obviously lacks
legitimacy and holds that the East China Sea Peace Initiative can serve as a
sub-regional security mechanism to facilitate the overall effectiveness of the
regional security mechanisms.

Keywords: Asia-Pacific, security mechanism, South China Sea (SCS), East
China Sea Peace Initiative, South China Sea entities
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