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The Challenges and Implications of the

Taiwan-Japan Fisheries Agreement

Po-Chou Lin
Associate Research Fellow, Office of Defense Studies, MND

Pei-Yin Chien
Associate Research Fellow, Office of Defense Studies, MND

Abstract

After 17 rounds of negotiations since August 1996, the Republic of
China and Japan signed the Taiwan-Japan Fisheries Agreement on April 10,
2013. The two sides reached a consensus on resource sharing without
touching sovereign issues, demonstrating the R.O.C. resolute to peacefully
solve the disputes. This article is composed of four parts: introduction to the
background of the Fisheries Agreement and related negotiations, analysis of
factors contributing to the signing of the Agreement, the strategic
implication to the R.O.C., and the impact on the R.O.C. future Diaoyutai
policy. The author argues that due to the lack of consensus on fishing
activities within 12 nautical miles of the Diaoyutai Islands, there are still
possible confrontations between the two sides. Additionally, Mainland
China’s assertive actions has extended from to sea to air as demonstrated by
dispatching the PLA South China Sea fleet, 8 surveillance ships and more
than 40 fighter jets to the Diaoyutai area soon after the Agreement.
Mainland China’s assertive actions pose tremendous challenges to the
R.O.C.’s northeast air defense as well as to the Coast Guard. It is suggested
that the R.O.C. government formulate a strategy responding to Mainland
China’s frequent cross-border fishing activities and scenarios of Mainland

China’s Coast Guard entering the agreement area.

Keywords: East China Sea, Diaoyutai Islands, Taiwan-Japan Fisheries

Agreement, territorial dispute, fishing boat escort
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Abstract

Small arms and light weapons (SALWSs) are frequently used in many
contemporary conflicts. SALWs are weapons of choice in internal conflicts,
civil wars, terrorist attacks, organized crimes or gang activities. On April 2,
2013, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the legally binding
Arms Trade Treaty, marking a new progress of the global control of SALWs
proliferation. At the same time, mainland China has just had its National
People's Congress and the Political Consultative Conference, and Xi
Jin-ping and Li Ke-qiang have just led conferences on mainland China’s
national security strategy. However, mainland China abstained in the Arms
Trade Treaty, which is contrary to what a responsible actor should do as the
biggest developing country. This paper argues that mainland China has
realized the destructive impact of the transfer of SALWs on regional peace,
security, and governance. As a result, Beijing involves itself in a number of
international regimes of preventing SALWs proliferation and has established
its own mechanism to manage arms export. However, its long border line
and state-owned enterprises have become a means for arms smuggling. This
article explores mainland China’s policy of preventing SALWs proliferation.
Mainland China is one of the major arms exporters; however, its exports of

arms may cause regional conflicts or undermine the security and stability of
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importers. Moreover, mainland China is adjacent to the unstable Central and
South Asia, which makes its SALWs control policy even more important to

regional security.

Keywords: Small arms and light weapons, Arms Trade Treaty, arms

transfers, regional security, border control
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On the Arms Trade Treaty and Its
Implication to U.S.-Taiwan Arms Sales

Rong-hui Chou

Assistant Research Fellow
Office of Defense Studies, MND

Abstract

Given that arms trafficking and misuse of weapons around the globe
has been contributing to instability and humanity crisis in some areas, the
international community has been vigorously promoting arms control and
calling on governments of major nations to stipulate a legally binding
international treaty to govern arms transfer and trades. With the efforts of all
realms, the United Nations General Assembly has passed the resolution of
the Arms Trade Treaty on April, 2013, which becomes the first international
arms control treaty and has a positive influence on maintaining world peace
and stability.

The Arms Trade Treaty regulates trade in a variety of conventional
arms. Hence, one has to consider whether or not this treaty will affect the
arms procurement of the Republic of China on Taiwan? Will it undermine
U.S.-Taiwan arms sales channels or even the Taiwan Relations Act, if the
U.S. signs for it?

With regard to this, this article explores the implication of the Arms
Trade Treaty and its possible effect on our military procurement. This article
focuses on four aspects in general. First, it elaborates the development of the
treaty. Then, it explains the U.N. permanent member states’ respective
stances towards the treaty. Next, it explores the connection between the
treaty and the Taiwan Relations Act and how the former influences the latter.
Finally, it advises on how we respond to the treaty.

Keywords: Arms Trade Treaty, arms transfer and trade, conventional arms,
Taiwan Relations Act
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An Offensive Realistic View on Barack
Obama’s Trip to Three Asian Nations in the
End of 2012

Ming-yuan Hu

Assistant Professor
Graduate Institute of Strategic Studies, National Defense University

Abstract

The recent power competition between the U.S. and mainland China in
the East Asia region is specifically reflected upon U.S. foreign policy
towards ASEAN nations and its effort in strengthening security cooperation
with claimants in the South China Sea. From an offensive realistic view,
U.S. anxiety about the rise of mainland China stems from its perception that
its influence in the Asia Pacific region is being surpassed. Based on this
perspective, U.S. president Barack Obama’s trip to Thailand, Myanmar, and
Cambodia in the end of 2012 aimed to stress U.S. hegemonic role in the
region and reduce the influence of a rising mainland China. On the
hypothesis that the international system is in a condition of anarchy,
offensive realism explains the intention of great powers to compete for
regional or global hegemony. However, with their increased autonomy, each
actor in the system is now able to utilize a variety of issues to strike a
balance among great powers, which makes it difficult for the great powers
to exert their strength. As a result, great powers will have to adopt more
subtle and diverse issues for cooperation to ensure a smooth exertion of

power.

Keywords: Barack Obama, ASEAN, offensive realism, rise of China
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Abstract

Taiwan is one of the nations susceptible to threats from extreme natural
disasters. Under the trend of global warming and climate change, disaster
relief and rescue works become more compound and complex in nature. As
a result, it becomes a greater challenge for all agencies participating in
disaster relief and rescue works to clearly and correctly understand one
another’s role and duty and to organize an effective response effort. Among
all participants, the Armed Forces, which play an assisting and supporting

role, are not a troop exclusively trained for disaster relief and rescue. When
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a disaster occurs, they need to switch from the role of defending the nation
to responding to the disaster. If they fail to understand how other agencies
operate and are unfamiliar with the collective relief and rescue works, it is
difficult to make a joint effort effectively integrated and well communicated.
It is learnt from the experience of the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD)
that a joint operations can be well organized by integrating a variety of
frameworks. For example, in 2007, the U.S. Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) revised the National Response Plan (NRP)
and renamed it the National Response Framework ( NRF) so as to integrate
the joint effort of governmental agencies across all levels as well as civil
organizations. Hence, this article examines disaster relief and rescue works
with framework analysis and presents the complex typhoon and flood relief
and rescue tasks carried out by the Armed Forces with an operational
framework which aims to facilitate communication and interaction. It then

uses framework analysis to examine task structures, logics, and defects.

Keywords: Framework analysis, typhoon and flood disaster, disaster relief

and rescue
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