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An Offensive Realistic View on Barack
Obama’s Trip to Three Asian Nations in the
End of 2012

Ming-yuan Hu

Assistant Professor
Graduate Institute of Strategic Studies, National Defense University

Abstract

The recent power competition between the U.S. and mainland China in
the East Asia region is specifically reflected upon U.S. foreign policy
towards ASEAN nations and its effort in strengthening security cooperation
with claimants in the South China Sea. From an offensive realistic view,
U.S. anxiety about the rise of mainland China stems from its perception that
its influence in the Asia Pacific region is being surpassed. Based on this
perspective, U.S. president Barack Obama’s trip to Thailand, Myanmar, and
Cambodia in the end of 2012 aimed to stress U.S. hegemonic role in the
region and reduce the influence of a rising mainland China. On the
hypothesis that the international system is in a condition of anarchy,
offensive realism explains the intention of great powers to compete for
regional or global hegemony. However, with their increased autonomy, each
actor in the system is now able to utilize a variety of issues to strike a
balance among great powers, which makes it difficult for the great powers
to exert their strength. As a result, great powers will have to adopt more
subtle and diverse issues for cooperation to ensure a smooth exertion of

power.

Keywords: Barack Obama, ASEAN, offensive realism, rise of China
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