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Abstract

Small arms and light weapons (SALWSs) are frequently used in many
contemporary conflicts. SALWs are weapons of choice in internal conflicts,
civil wars, terrorist attacks, organized crimes or gang activities. On April 2,
2013, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the legally binding
Arms Trade Treaty, marking a new progress of the global control of SALWs
proliferation. At the same time, mainland China has just had its National
People's Congress and the Political Consultative Conference, and Xi
Jin-ping and Li Ke-qiang have just led conferences on mainland China’s
national security strategy. However, mainland China abstained in the Arms
Trade Treaty, which is contrary to what a responsible actor should do as the
biggest developing country. This paper argues that mainland China has
realized the destructive impact of the transfer of SALWs on regional peace,
security, and governance. As a result, Beijing involves itself in a number of
international regimes of preventing SALWs proliferation and has established
its own mechanism to manage arms export. However, its long border line
and state-owned enterprises have become a means for arms smuggling. This
article explores mainland China’s policy of preventing SALWs proliferation.
Mainland China is one of the major arms exporters; however, its exports of

arms may cause regional conflicts or undermine the security and stability of

2 2013F [



PRI A RE R B N BV SR R A R A E I B SR 2 A 55

importers. Moreover, mainland China is adjacent to the unstable Central and
South Asia, which makes its SALWs control policy even more important to

regional security.

Keywords: Small arms and light weapons, Arms Trade Treaty, arms

transfers, regional security, border control
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