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On Xi Jinping’s Taiwan Policy:

Personality and Structure in Struggle

Li-wen Tung

Assistant Professor
Department of Public Security
Central Police University

Abstract

With regard to the Taiwan policy of Xi Jinping, the secretary-general of
the Chinese Communist Party, there are two different theories: one says that
Xi will follow the Taiwan policy of Hu Jintao, his predecessor
(hu-gui-xi-sui); the other goes that he will change Hu’s policy
(hu-gui-xi-gai). The first theory argues that ever since Hu proposed “Hu’s
Six Points”, the two sides of the Taiwan Strait have taken up on the track for
peaceful development and established a milestone for such a development,
and they will eventually reach the goal of a peaceful unification. The
strategy and the ultimate goal are clear and specific, so Xi does not need to
change it. The second theory states that different leaders, based on their
difference in personal traits, decision-making styles, and the changes in
internal and external environments, will adopt different approaches in terms
of policies. This article aims to conclude analyses and comments about Xi
during the 18™ National Congress and categorizes them with the first (theory
of structure) and second (theory of individuality) theories. It then examines
the two opinions with Xi’s actual doings since his inauguration before

discussing and rectifying these opinions.

Keywords: Hu-gui-xi-sui; hu-gui-xi-gai; Xi Jinping, Hu Jintao, Taiwan
Policy; theory of structure, theory of individuality
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North Korea’s Nuclear Deterrence

Ming-shih Shen

Associate Professor
Graduate Institute of Strategic Studies and International Affairs
National Defense University

Abstract

North Korea has been repeatedly threatening the U.S., Japan, and
South Korea with its provocative behavior to achieve its political goal
through blackmailing. Although North Korea has multiple blackmailing
methods - including nuclear tests, launching rockets and various types of
missiles to the sea, and shelling - nuclear tests remain the method attracting
the most attention. North Korea is known for using nuclear tests to prove
that it too is a nuclear state and to require others to respect its status as one.
Based on previous experience, if North Korea provokes a nuclear conflict to
pave the way for annexing South Korea, it is strategically pragmatic for the
U.S., Japan, and South Korea to upgrade their preparation for war. If North
Korea’s nuclear provocation is to establish authority for its leader, the U.S.,
Japan, and South Korea may be forced into taking more persuasive
countermeasures to stop North Korea from gradually upgrading its
provocation, which in turn will encourage North Korea to escalate tensions.
If North Korea’s goal is not to launch a war, this repeat use of nuclear tests

as deterrence will result in diminishing marginal utility.

Keywords: North Korea; Nuclear Deterrence, brink of war,; nuclear test
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“Military First” Policy and Food Diplomacy:
The Trajectory of North Korea’s
Brinkmanship Strategy

Po-Chou Lin
Associate Research Fellow
Preparatory Office of Defense Studies
Pei-Yin Chien
Associate Research Fellow

Preparatory Office of Defense Studies

Abstract

Like the two former leaders of the world’s most isolated socialist
regime, North Korea president Kim Jong-un faces the challenge of food
shortage, national security, and regime survival. North Korea has suffered a
serious food shortage after the Korean War. Since 1995 when North Korea
started to seek foreign food aid to relieve domestic famine, it has gradually
developed a “brinkmanship” strategy to remain its “military first” policy
and acquire necessary aid at the same time. The strategy has violated
nonproliferation regime and undermined regional peace and security. As a
result, donor countries such as the United States and South Korea have tried
to bind their aid policy with the goal of denuclearization to force North
Korea to give up nuclear and missile development. Tracing back the
agreements North Korea signed with other countries, the authors conclude
that food and energy aid is a significant factor influencing Pyongyang’s
nuclear development progress. Therefore, it should be taken into account
how food crisis impacts the North Korea’s decision-making process when
analyzing its brinkmanship. This article outlines the trajectory of
Pyongyang’s brinkmanship strategy and is composed of four parts:
introduction of North Korea’s “military first” policy and nuclear and missile
development; analysis of North Korea’s food security and relevant
diplomacy; review the aid policies of members of the Six Party Talks; and
perdition of the Pyongyang’s future direction.

Keywords: North Korea;, Kim Jong-Un; Six Party Talks, brinkmanship,
food aid
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A Study of Japan’s Military Strategy
Development

You-lin Shei

General Instructor of War College
National Defense University

Kuang-fu Tong
Commandant
Army Academy

Abstract

Since the end of WWII, Japan has started the development of its
military strategy. Generally speaking, the process could be broken down to
five phases: relying on the U.S. military, mutual defense, self-defense,
oversea participation, and regional interference. Nowadays, Japan still

b

applies “exclusively defense-oriented strategy” as the guidance of its
military strategy; however, its implications have turned from passive to
active, and have evolved from homeland defense and near-shore defense to
deep-sea interception and mobile defense. It is predicted that Japan’s
military strategy will: first, stick to the U.S.-Japan Alliance to create
advantages for developing military strength; second, break through the
implications of “exclusively defense-oriented strategy” to shape conditions
for preemptive strategy; third, continue to implement the policy which
values both the quantity and quality of troops, so as to build a mobile, agile,
multi-functional, and highly effective modern force; and forth, strengthen
the military deployment against Mainland China and North Korea and build

a comprehensive defense system.

Keywords: Mutual defense; self-defense; oversea participation; regional

interference; exclusively defense-oriented strategy
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TEINE L BB kR LHRE
Strategy and Strategic Studies:
Differences in Methodology

Wei-hwa Chen

Associate Professor
Graduate School of International Affairs
Ming Chuan University

Abstract

To many scholars of strategic studies, there are controversies over the
border between “strategy” and “strategic studies”. Some contend that they
are two different terms with different definitions; others argue that they
share a common ground in meanings. This article has discovered that
“strategy” in tradition has been widely quoted in the Western world. It refers
to the instrument value of force employment and policy goals. However,
“strategic studies” are mainly adopted by scholars from Anglo-sphere for
academic research. “Strategy”, as a nonlinear model, deals with the
decision-making by elites, while “strategic studies”, as a linear model, is to
provide policy recommendations for decision makers. As interdisciplinary
approaches become popular in social science nowadays, there is no point
drawing a line between “strategy” and “strategic studies” because both are
empirical-based. Accordingly, the purpose of this article is only to offer
in-depth views for members of academic community to understand borders

and division between these two terms.

Keywords: strategy; strategic studies, rational choice; linear; nonlinear
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