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On Xi Jinping’s Taiwan Policy:

Personality and Structure in Struggle

Li-wen Tung

Assistant Professor
Department of Public Security
Central Police University

Abstract

With regard to the Taiwan policy of Xi Jinping, the secretary-general of
the Chinese Communist Party, there are two different theories: one says that
Xi will follow the Taiwan policy of Hu Jintao, his predecessor
(hu-gui-xi-sui); the other goes that he will change Hu’s policy
(hu-gui-xi-gai). The first theory argues that ever since Hu proposed “Hu’s
Six Points”, the two sides of the Taiwan Strait have taken up on the track for
peaceful development and established a milestone for such a development,
and they will eventually reach the goal of a peaceful unification. The
strategy and the ultimate goal are clear and specific, so Xi does not need to
change it. The second theory states that different leaders, based on their
difference in personal traits, decision-making styles, and the changes in
internal and external environments, will adopt different approaches in terms
of policies. This article aims to conclude analyses and comments about Xi
during the 18™ National Congress and categorizes them with the first (theory
of structure) and second (theory of individuality) theories. It then examines
the two opinions with Xi’s actual doings since his inauguration before

discussing and rectifying these opinions.

Keywords: Hu-gui-xi-sui; hu-gui-xi-gai; Xi Jinping, Hu Jintao, Taiwan
Policy; theory of structure, theory of individuality
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