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Abstract

Like the two former leaders of the world’s most isolated socialist
regime, North Korea president Kim Jong-un faces the challenge of food
shortage, national security, and regime survival. North Korea has suffered a
serious food shortage after the Korean War. Since 1995 when North Korea
started to seek foreign food aid to relieve domestic famine, it has gradually
developed a “brinkmanship” strategy to remain its “military first” policy
and acquire necessary aid at the same time. The strategy has violated
nonproliferation regime and undermined regional peace and security. As a
result, donor countries such as the United States and South Korea have tried
to bind their aid policy with the goal of denuclearization to force North
Korea to give up nuclear and missile development. Tracing back the
agreements North Korea signed with other countries, the authors conclude
that food and energy aid is a significant factor influencing Pyongyang’s
nuclear development progress. Therefore, it should be taken into account
how food crisis impacts the North Korea’s decision-making process when
analyzing its brinkmanship. This article outlines the trajectory of
Pyongyang’s brinkmanship strategy and is composed of four parts:
introduction of North Korea’s “military first” policy and nuclear and missile
development; analysis of North Korea’s food security and relevant
diplomacy; review the aid policies of members of the Six Party Talks; and
perdition of the Pyongyang’s future direction.

Keywords: North Korea;, Kim Jong-Un; Six Party Talks, brinkmanship,
food aid
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