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Abstract

North Korea has been repeatedly threatening the U.S., Japan, and
South Korea with its provocative behavior to achieve its political goal
through blackmailing. Although North Korea has multiple blackmailing
methods - including nuclear tests, launching rockets and various types of
missiles to the sea, and shelling - nuclear tests remain the method attracting
the most attention. North Korea is known for using nuclear tests to prove
that it too is a nuclear state and to require others to respect its status as one.
Based on previous experience, if North Korea provokes a nuclear conflict to
pave the way for annexing South Korea, it is strategically pragmatic for the
U.S., Japan, and South Korea to upgrade their preparation for war. If North
Korea’s nuclear provocation is to establish authority for its leader, the U.S.,
Japan, and South Korea may be forced into taking more persuasive
countermeasures to stop North Korea from gradually upgrading its
provocation, which in turn will encourage North Korea to escalate tensions.
If North Korea’s goal is not to launch a war, this repeat use of nuclear tests

as deterrence will result in diminishing marginal utility.
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