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Strategy and Strategic Studies:
Differences in Methodology

Wei-hwa Chen

Associate Professor
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Ming Chuan University

Abstract

To many scholars of strategic studies, there are controversies over the
border between “strategy” and “strategic studies”. Some contend that they
are two different terms with different definitions; others argue that they
share a common ground in meanings. This article has discovered that
“strategy” in tradition has been widely quoted in the Western world. It refers
to the instrument value of force employment and policy goals. However,
“strategic studies” are mainly adopted by scholars from Anglo-sphere for
academic research. “Strategy”, as a nonlinear model, deals with the
decision-making by elites, while “strategic studies”, as a linear model, is to
provide policy recommendations for decision makers. As interdisciplinary
approaches become popular in social science nowadays, there is no point
drawing a line between “strategy” and “strategic studies” because both are
empirical-based. Accordingly, the purpose of this article is only to offer
in-depth views for members of academic community to understand borders

and division between these two terms.

Keywords: strategy; strategic studies, rational choice; linear; nonlinear
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