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Abstract 

This article takes the development of the U.S.-Japan alliance since the 
1990s as an example to explain the application and operation of alliance 
dilemma in the studies of international relations. There are two types of 
dilemma in an alliance: entrapment and abandonment. When one party in 
the alliance chooses a burden-sharing policy to maintain the alliance, it risks 
the danger of entrapment. On the other hand, when it chooses a free-rider 
policy to avoid entrapment, it risks the danger of being abandoned by its 
ally. Such a situation is the so-called alliance dilemma, and it has a 
correlation with the adversary to the alliance. When the party risks 
entrapment because of sharing burdens, it will result in the consolidation of 
an adversary power against the alliance. On the other hand, when the party 
risks abandonment because of free riding, it may instead dispel the concerns 
of the adversary power and gain the chance to cooperate with the adversary. 

This article argues that since the end of Cold War, Japan has been 
moving toward burden sharing for its part in the U.S.-Japan alliance. As a 
result, the risk for it to be entrapped has been increased. The development of 
the U.S.-Japan alliance will also have an effect on the interaction among the 
U.S., Taiwan, Mainland China, and Japan. The 1996 Taiwan Strait missile 
crisis is an excellent example in explaining the possibility of Japan being 
entrapped in a cross-Strait conflict if the U.S. chooses to intervene. The 
enhancement of the U.S.-Japan alliance will in the meantime incur the 
response of the rising Mainland China, which in turn may worsen the 
relations between Japan and Mainland China. 

Keywords: U.S.-Japan security system; military alliance; alliance 
dilemma, Taiwan Strait missile crisis 
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