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Abstract

Since he officially seized military power in November, 2012, Xi
Jinping, bears in mind of Hu Jintao’s warning that corruption would result in
the fall of the party and the nation as well as the Bo Xilai incident, has
started a rectification movement in the name of anti-corruption. Due to the
scandals of Wang Shaoyet and Ku Jen-shan, two high-ranking PLA
generals, as well as the escalating disputes over maritime territories and
sovereignty between Mainland China and neighboring countries, ensuring
that the PLA is capable of fighting and winning a war becomes an important
task for Xi’s party and military rectification. Xi’s predecessors regarded
securing military power as a basis for a stable authority. Therefore, they
usually assigned major positions to people they trusted or from the same
factions. Previous studies use theories or models like party control approach
or faction pattern to explore elite interaction and power struggle among
leaders in Mainland China. This article reviews theories and analytical
frameworks concerning Mainland Chinese leaders’ grasping of military
power to analyze the intention, procedure, and challenges of Xi’s military

rectification.

Keywords: military rectification, anti-corruption, party controls the gun, Xi

Jinping, anti-corruption struggle
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