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Abstract 

The strategic orientations of Japan’s National Defense Program 
Outlines/Guidelines (NDPO or NDPG) have shifted from the concept of 
“Basic Defense” in the 1976 NDPO to deepening U.S.-Japan alliance in the 
1995 NDPO in the post-Cold War era, the joint development and production 
of Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) in the 2004 NDPG in the post-911 era, 
the concept of “Dynamic Defense” in the 2010 NDPG under the threats 
from North Korea and Mainland China, and the “Dynamic Joint Defense 
Force” in the 2013 NDPG in collaboration with U.S. “rebalancing” policy. 
Japan’s role in the alliance has also changed from a free rider to follower 
and supporter. The responsibilities that Japan shares in the alliance have also 
transformed from self-defense in the Cold War era, to the supply of 
facilities, logistics, finance, technology, and human resources, and to the 
concrete military functions such as intelligence, conflict buffering, BMD, 
and anti-submarine warfare in order to secure the sea lane and safe passage 
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of U.S. military forces to the Asia-Pacific region. Under the development, 
the U.S.-Japan alliance has been developing into a Bigemony with very high 
degree of collaboration for the best interests of both nations. 

Keywords: Japan’s Defense Policy; National Defense Program 
Outline/Guidelines; U.S.-Japan alliance; Bigemony 




