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Abstract 

This article explores the legal challenges faced by ROC's South China 

Sea (SCS) claim. It discusses this particular topic from four aspects. First, it 

introduces the origin and development of the U-Line as a traditional 

maritime boundary line established by the ROC government in the SCS. 

Second, it analyzes possible obstacles the U-Line may face in international 

law. Third, it examines the challenges stemming from international 

community, including whether or not Mainland China will further clarify 

through either rhetoric or actions its SCS claim over historic rights, 

sovereignty rights, and jurisdiction; the development of the arbitral 

proceedings initiated by the Philippines against Mainland China’s nine-dash 

line claim; mounting international doubts about the nine-dash line claim; 

and the unclear negotiation process regarding the Code of Conduct in SCS 

between Mainland China and the ASEAN. Finally, this article suggests the 

ROC government insist in its sovereignty over SCS islands and their 

surrounding waters, strengthen cooperation between the Coast Guard and 

the Armed Forces on fishing boat escort missions, and urge international 

support of ROC’s participation in COC negotiation. 

Keywords: Historic waters; sovereign rights; U-Line; UNCLOS; South 
China Sea; COC 
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