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Abstract 

With more emphasis placed on non-traditional security in recent years, 
the line dividing traditional and non-traditional security has started to blur. 
Wide-ranging security issues involving environment, economics, society, 
military, politics and missions like humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief (HA/DR), peace keeping, anti-terrorism and anti-piracy have drawn 
greater attentions from governments or defense policy makers and 
diversified missions of troops. In addition to traditional security challenges, 
troops now have to tackle non-traditional security issues and engage in 
military operations other than war (MOOTW). Military participation in 
non-traditional security missions often come with diplomatic or strategic 
significance. Large HA/DR operations provide the best opportunity for big 
countries to demonstrate soft power and political influence. This article 
takes the 2013 Typhoon Haiyan disaster, in which the Philippines was 
devastated, as an example to analyze the relief efforts and capabilities of 
numerous countries. It then explores the diplomatic and strategic 
significance of military participation in non-traditional security missions. 
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Abstract 

As stipulated in the Self-defense Forces Act, disaster relief operations 
are part of Japan Self-defense Forces’ statutory missions. With requirements 
from local governments, Self-defense Forces can dispatch troops to assist in 
disaster relief efforts. Nevertheless, driven by ideologies in early years, local 
governments from left-wing political parties tended to limit Self-defense 
Forces’ functions in disaster relief. As situations in and outside of Japan 
have changed and with precious achievements demonstrated by the 
Self-defense Forces in disaster relief, there is a widespread recognition of 
the Self-defense Forces’ values in this regard, and the Self-defense Forces 
have learnt from previous operations to improve and institutionalize their 
disaster relief operations. This article first of all introduces the definition of 
disaster relief operations carried out by the Self-defense Forces. It then 
explores disaster relief operations that the Self-defense Forces conducted in 
the past with particular emphasis on their contributions to the East Japan 
Earthquake and Tsunami in 2011. Finally, this article discusses the future 
development of disaster relief operations of the Self-defense Forces. 

Keywords: Japan’s defense, Japan Self-defense Forces; Self-defense Forces 
Act; disaster relief operations; military disaster relief efforts; 
joint operations; civil-military relationship 
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Abstract 

Currently climate change is one of the most importance issues in the 
world, as it concerns not only the survival and well-being of humans in the 
future but also the success or failure of government policies and social 
transformation. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change of the 
United Nations (IPCC), which publishes a global climate assessment report 
every six years, formally issued the “Assessment Fifth Climate 
Report”(AR5) on September 30, 2013. According to the climate models in 
the latest estimate, by the end of the century, the global average temperature 
will rise 4.8 C, and the global sea level will rise by 82 cm. The most 
significant point in this report is that scientists are convinced that global 
warming is caused by human activities. 

Keywords: IPCC Assessment Report 5, climate change, climate commitment, 
homeland planning 
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Abstract 

From 2012 to 2015, Cambodia, Burma and Myanmar each take turns to 
chair the ASEAN. This situation results in the so-called “weak 
chairmanship” because of the relatively weak power of these three countries 
among the member-states. Consequently, doubts toward the achievement of 
ASEAN integration start to propagate inside and outside the community. 
There are also concerns with regard to if external forces might take 
advantage of the situation to manipulate ASEAN’s agenda in their own 
favors, especially during Myanmar’s chairmanship. Accordingly, this article 
aims at exploring the impact of “weak chairmanship” on the future 
development of ASEAN. It furthermore focuses on the case of Myanmar, 
including the country’s objective, strategic opportunities and challenges 
during its presidency of ASEAN. It finally sums up by discussing the 
outcomes issued from the ASEAN summit held this year in Naypyidaw, 
Myanmar. 

Keywords: ASEAN weak chairmanship; ASEAN Summit; Myanmar; ASEAN 
Community; South China Sea disputes 
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Abstract 

Mainstream power transition theories take that a balance of power does 
not facilitate the stability in international relations; rather, it is an 
unbalanced power that helps the maintenance of peace in hierarchies of the 
international system. When an emerging power is driving closer to a 
dominant power and is discontent with the existing international order, there 
is a growing possibility that conflicts and wars may occur between the two 
powers. In light of the fact that the power competition between the United 
States as a dominant power and Mainland China as an emerging power will 
to a certain extent affect the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region 
and even impact the national security of Republic of China (R.O.C.), this 
article first of all compares and contrasts mainstream power transition 
theories and other relevant theories. Then, it generally compares and 
assesses the U.S. and Mainland China in terms of their military might, 
economic strength, and soft power. Finally, according to its preliminary 
estimate, this article reasons that the U.S. and China may enter into “parity” 
as referred to in power transition theories between 2030 and 2050. However, 
it is expected that Mainland China may seize a dominant power in the 
Asia-Pacific region starting from 2020. 
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