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Abstract 

Mainstream power transition theories take that a balance of power does 
not facilitate the stability in international relations; rather, it is an 
unbalanced power that helps the maintenance of peace in hierarchies of the 
international system. When an emerging power is driving closer to a 
dominant power and is discontent with the existing international order, there 
is a growing possibility that conflicts and wars may occur between the two 
powers. In light of the fact that the power competition between the United 
States as a dominant power and Mainland China as an emerging power will 
to a certain extent affect the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region 
and even impact the national security of Republic of China (R.O.C.), this 
article first of all compares and contrasts mainstream power transition 
theories and other relevant theories. Then, it generally compares and 
assesses the U.S. and Mainland China in terms of their military might, 
economic strength, and soft power. Finally, according to its preliminary 
estimate, this article reasons that the U.S. and China may enter into “parity” 
as referred to in power transition theories between 2030 and 2050. However, 
it is expected that Mainland China may seize a dominant power in the 
Asia-Pacific region starting from 2020. 
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