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Abstract 

From 2012 to 2015, Cambodia, Burma and Myanmar each take turns to 
chair the ASEAN. This situation results in the so-called “weak 
chairmanship” because of the relatively weak power of these three countries 
among the member-states. Consequently, doubts toward the achievement of 
ASEAN integration start to propagate inside and outside the community. 
There are also concerns with regard to if external forces might take 
advantage of the situation to manipulate ASEAN’s agenda in their own 
favors, especially during Myanmar’s chairmanship. Accordingly, this article 
aims at exploring the impact of “weak chairmanship” on the future 
development of ASEAN. It furthermore focuses on the case of Myanmar, 
including the country’s objective, strategic opportunities and challenges 
during its presidency of ASEAN. It finally sums up by discussing the 
outcomes issued from the ASEAN summit held this year in Naypyidaw, 
Myanmar. 

Keywords: ASEAN weak chairmanship; ASEAN Summit; Myanmar; ASEAN 
Community; South China Sea disputes 




