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Abstract 

With more emphasis placed on non-traditional security in recent years, 
the line dividing traditional and non-traditional security has started to blur. 
Wide-ranging security issues involving environment, economics, society, 
military, politics and missions like humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief (HA/DR), peace keeping, anti-terrorism and anti-piracy have drawn 
greater attentions from governments or defense policy makers and 
diversified missions of troops. In addition to traditional security challenges, 
troops now have to tackle non-traditional security issues and engage in 
military operations other than war (MOOTW). Military participation in 
non-traditional security missions often come with diplomatic or strategic 
significance. Large HA/DR operations provide the best opportunity for big 
countries to demonstrate soft power and political influence. This article 
takes the 2013 Typhoon Haiyan disaster, in which the Philippines was 
devastated, as an example to analyze the relief efforts and capabilities of 
numerous countries. It then explores the diplomatic and strategic 
significance of military participation in non-traditional security missions. 

Keywords: Non-traditional security; MOOTW; climate change; HA/DR; 
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