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Dispute over the Definition of
OKkinotorishima and the Strategic
Competition and Preparedness between

Mainland China and Japan

Ming-Shih Shen

Associate Professor
Graduate Institute of Strategic Studies and International Affairs
National Defense University

Abstract

Compared with the Diaoyutai Islands, the dispute concerning the
Okinotorishima seems to be relatively simpler, given that it does not involve
the issue of which nation occupied or used the geographic feature first.
Nevertheless, wheterh the Okinotorishima is defined as an island or a reef
based on the international law has a direct relation to its exclusive economic
zone and the extension of its continental shelf. As a result, a competition
over geostrategic benefits occurs between Japan, which seeks to push
southward through the definition of the Okinotorishima and its auxiliary
benefits, and Mainland China, which aims to penetrate the Second Island
Chain and cruise in waters between the First and Second Island Chains. In
addition, Mainland China attempts to exercise the “Anti-access/Area-Denial”
strategy and to “divide and rule” the Pacific Ocean separately from the
United States, so as to realize the goal of sharing the sea power in the
Pacific Ocean. This has inevitably led to a conflict of strategic benefits
between the US and Mainland China, thus making the definition of the
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Okinotorishima an important issue among the US, Mainland China and

Japan.
Keywords: East China Sea conflicts;, Okinotorishima, Diaoyutai Islands,

US-Japan alliance; sea power
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Analyzing the Globalizing Development of

Extremism: A Review of the SCO Exercise

“Peace Mission 2014”

Cheng-Yu Lee

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Public Affairs,
Fo Guang University

Abstract

Extremism has in recent years caused regional instability and affected
the stability of international politics; what is more concerning is that it
shows a tendency to spillover to the international community. The “Peace
Mission 2014,” a joint exercise conducted by members of the Shanghai
Co-operation Organization (SOC) and concluded in the end of August, 2014,
was a non-traditional security military action taken under the framework
from bilateral to multilateral cooperation to fight against terrorism and
extremism. In the East Asia, from 2013 to 2014, Beijing’s diplomatic and
defense policies have constantly collided with Washington’s “Pivot to Asia,”
or “Rebalance toward Asia,” policy. The United States and Russia have also
engaged in serious contradiction regarding the deteriorating situation in
Ukraine and the issue of the annexation of Crimea Peninsula. However, this
has led to a subtle change in diplomatic and security benefits between
Mainland China and Russia, thus bringing the two nations closer to exert a
geostrategic synergy by cooperating in areas of their common concerns,
such as Ukraine, Crimea Peninsula, East and South China Seas and Central
Asia. Bearing the regional security development in mind, this paper

examines the expansion of extremism through the SCO joint exercise. In
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terms of geostrategic issue, this paper focuses on the extremism flashpoints
along the borders between Europe and Russia as well as the “Silk Road
Economic Belt” proposed by Mainland China. This paper aims to clarify
and understand the link between “Peace Mission” exercise and the

globalizing development of extremism and its influence.

Keywords: Shanghai Co-operation Organization, Peace Mission 2014,

Islamic Fundamentalism; Silk Road Economic Belt
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A Strategic Review of the Interception of US
Navy P-8 Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft by
PLAN J-11B and Its Influence

Hsiao-Hwang Shu

Associate Research Fellow
Office of Defense Studies, MND

Abstract

In August, 2014, a US Navy P-8A multi-mission maritime aircraft of
the US Navy was intercepted by a J11B fighter of the People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) when the former was carrying out a routine patrol in
international airspace near the Hainan Island. A mere episode of recent East
and South China Seas uproars as it might be, this incident bears a
significance that should not be overlooked. P-8 is a new type of
anti-submarine patrol aircraft of the United States designed to monitor the
deployment and movement of PLAN submarines. The interception incident
has several meanings. First, the US concerns a great deal about Mainland
China’s underwater military deployment along its coasts, particularly that in
the South China Sea aiming to facilitate its submarine activities. Therefore,
the US will definitely continue its monitoring of such activities in the
Asia-Pacific. In the meantime, Mainland China will also conduct
countermeasures, given that US reconnaissance has posed a threat to it.
Second, while the US and Mainland China try to build a new type of
military relations, this incident reveals that the two nations still need to
solve the deeply-rooted contradiction between them. Third, although South

China Sea disputes stem from the struggle over maritime sovereignty among
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claimant nations, the US and Mainland China are the two major struggling
power behind the disputes. With Mainland China demonstrating
assertiveness by reclaiming lands in the South China Sea and the US
actively engaged in an adjustment of military deployment, the situation in

the South China Sea will become more complex.

Keywords: P-8; PLAN; ballistic missile submarines; bastion strategy, South
China Sea
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Ukraine Crisis and EU's Neighbouring Policy

San-Yi Yang

Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of International Politics, National

ChungHsing University
Abstract

The studies of European Union have indicated that two trajectories of
integration in European continent are cross-pollinated: the process of EU's
integration sometimes appears smoothly in a way of consensus-building
method; however, EU's integration can also be challenging when members
of EU act not in accord with each other. The crisis in Ukraine since
November 2013 has illustrated the importance of sense of European
community, the foundation of Union's foreign policy formation. This article
argues that since the outbreak of the crisis EU has confronted the priority of
policy objectives: democratization and geopolitics. The former, which is the
value of EU more than 60-years integration, accompanies with universal
legitimacy; while the latter, which serves as collective interests of 28
members, plays a decisive role in EU-Russia strategic relations. In addition
to that, the crisis also depicts that the effectiveness of EU's foreign policy
tools is shrinking and lead to limited policy outcome due to the existence of
external incentive competitor. Finally, the crisis has forced middle ground
countries between EU and Russia take a position in the face of harsh
competition. Those countries used to accommodate regional powers need to
realign neighbouring partners in order to secure external environment.
Ukraine crisis leaves no much room for countries dwelling somewhere in

between.
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