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Abstract 

 
The studies of European Union have indicated that two trajectories of 

integration in European continent are cross-pollinated: the process of EU's 
integration sometimes appears smoothly in a way of consensus-building 
method; however, EU's integration can also be challenging when members 
of EU act not in accord with each other. The crisis in Ukraine since 
November 2013 has illustrated the importance of sense of European 
community, the foundation of Union's foreign policy formation. This article 
argues that since the outbreak of the crisis EU has confronted the priority of 
policy objectives: democratization and geopolitics. The former, which is the 
value of EU more than 60-years integration, accompanies with universal 
legitimacy; while the latter, which serves as collective interests of 28 
members, plays a decisive role in EU-Russia strategic relations. In addition 
to that, the crisis also depicts that the effectiveness of EU's foreign policy 
tools is shrinking and lead to limited policy outcome due to the existence of 
external incentive competitor. Finally, the crisis has forced middle ground 
countries between EU and Russia take a position in the face of harsh 
competition. Those countries used to accommodate regional powers need to 
realign neighbouring partners in order to secure external environment. 
Ukraine crisis leaves no much room for countries dwelling somewhere in 
between. 
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