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A Strategic Review of the Interception of US
Navy P-8 Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft by
PLAN J-11B and Its Influence

Hsiao-Hwang Shu

Associate Research Fellow
Office of Defense Studies, MND

Abstract

In August, 2014, a US Navy P-8A multi-mission maritime aircraft of
the US Navy was intercepted by a J11B fighter of the People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) when the former was carrying out a routine patrol in
international airspace near the Hainan Island. A mere episode of recent East
and South China Seas uproars as it might be, this incident bears a
significance that should not be overlooked. P-8 is a new type of
anti-submarine patrol aircraft of the United States designed to monitor the
deployment and movement of PLAN submarines. The interception incident
has several meanings. First, the US concerns a great deal about Mainland
China’s underwater military deployment along its coasts, particularly that in
the South China Sea aiming to facilitate its submarine activities. Therefore,
the US will definitely continue its monitoring of such activities in the
Asia-Pacific. In the meantime, Mainland China will also conduct
countermeasures, given that US reconnaissance has posed a threat to it.
Second, while the US and Mainland China try to build a new type of
military relations, this incident reveals that the two nations still need to
solve the deeply-rooted contradiction between them. Third, although South

China Sea disputes stem from the struggle over maritime sovereignty among
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claimant nations, the US and Mainland China are the two major struggling
power behind the disputes. With Mainland China demonstrating
assertiveness by reclaiming lands in the South China Sea and the US
actively engaged in an adjustment of military deployment, the situation in

the South China Sea will become more complex.

Keywords: P-8; PLAN; ballistic missile submarines; bastion strategy, South
China Sea
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